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Camp CIS 
 

6 summer weeks + 6 hours a day +  
65 CIS students and 7 CIS staff = 

 

An unforgettable summer  
enrichment experience! 

 
 
Sixty-five CIS students from Lakeview Middle, Dun-
can Chapel Elementary, Monaview Elementary and 
Tigerville Elementary schools enjoyed a summer 
filled with hands-on learning, amazing field trips, 
twice-weekly arts and athletic lessons, volunteer 
projects, cooking lessons, and tons of fun! The 
summer experience was named “Behind the 
Scenes with Camp CIS,” and each of the 6 weeks 
used a different reality tv show as the theme for the 
week. For example, during “Rescue 911” week, 
students learned about health and safety, first aid, 
and careers in the medical and safety fields. During 
the “Amazing Race” week, they explored different 
cultures, countries and landforms.  
 
Each day started and ended with a Camp Council, 
where staff and students met to set goals, plan or 
recap the day, and 
celebrate suc-
cesses. Students 
enjoyed daily ac-
tivities such as au-
thor studies and 
Reader’s Theater, 
weekly “Girl Power” 
sessions and Girl 
Scout meetings, 
and regular visits 
from Cyd Brown 
with the Clemson 
Extension.  
                                               
Continued on 
page 3 

2009 Golf  
Tournament 
 
The much anticipated 
Charity Golf Outing was 
held on September 21 at 
Green Valley Country 
Club in Travelers Rest.  
Over 80 golfers enjoyed 
the beautiful weather, 
good food and a little 
friendly competition. In 
addition to golf, there 
was  a silent auction with 
items such as spa week-

ends, theater tickets, and of course, golf paraphernalia going to the 
highest bidder.  The event raised an incredible $18,500 for Communi-
ties in Schools programs.  Congratulations to the Elliott Davis team of 
Stan Greer, Pat Queen, Eric Pitts and Erik Horstmann for placing first 
out of 21 teams!  CIS sincerely appreciates all the players, sponsors 
and donors who helped make the tournament a success. For a com-
plete list, please see page 5.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
             
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 

Presenting Sponsors: 

Silver Sponsors: 
Bronze Sponsors: 

Gold Sponsors: 

of Maxwell Pointe 

The 1st place team from Elliott Davis  



Tigerville Elementary 
 
Tigerville’s 21st Century Community 
Learning Center is also known as 
Funville this year! Each student has 
a job such as waitress (serves the 
daily snack), police (gives tickets for 
running in the hall or talking during a 
lesson), librarian (organizes the 
book and game collection), public 
works (sweep the room, stack 
chairs, etc.), or one of many others. 
Each student who performs their job 
and attends the university (daily 
homework center) will get paid at 
the end of the week. Funville money 
can be spent at the Funville store.  
 
On November 5th, the Tigerville Af-
terschool program and Zest Quest 
hosted  Snack Attack. Prior to the 
event, the students worked all week 
cooking and preparing snacks to 
serve to their family members. Dur-
ing Snack Attack, the families 
made their own cookbooks 
with a collection of the reci-
pes. It was a great opportunity 
for the families to sample nu-
tritious snack alternatives.  

Monaview Elementary 
 
Monaview is off to a great start with 65 stu-
dents enrolled so far. The theme for the 
year is “Discovering our World Through 
Afterschool.” They’ve discussed the com-
munity, state and country and will move on 
to continents next.   Each afternoon, they 
have a community meeting to discuss the 
day, upcoming events and important an-
nouncements. Mr. Bryant performs a pup-
pet show and holds a read-aloud with stu-
dents that pertains to the weeks’ theme.  They are continuing with their club activities 
on Fridays, but have added a new twist with their own little society known as “The 
United Classes of Afterschool.” The idea was based on a workshop that Site Coordi-
nator, Janice Sargent, attended at the Afterschool Alliance Convention. They have 
created currency and students receive money based on points earned for good be-
havior. At the end of the week, they must have earned 10 points ($2) to participate in 
clubs. Each club costs $1 and students can deposit the remainder into the UCA Na-
tional Bank. At the end of the month, they can spend their earnings at the UCA Store. 
They have added some new clubs this year including “The Cyberspace Café,” “The 
UCA Arcade,” and Mr. B’s ZOO.”  
 
Many thanks to Greenville Organic Foods Organization for continuing to support 
Monaview’s Afterschool garden. The first graders are the gardeners this year and 
have enjoyed planting, measuring, and learning about organic gardening. Monaview 
students also appreciate the generosity of Fluor for the wonderful bookbags and 
school supplies.  
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Site updates 

Chandler Creek Elementary 
 
The Afterschool Program at 
Chandler Creek is going well 
this year with Site Coordinator 
Sondra Bloxam. This month, 
they will begin Mental Karate, 
a new paradigm where a stu-
dent’s inspiration is measured 
through their actions. This is a 
year-long activity during which 
students will have specific 
tasks they must complete be-
fore graduating to the next belt level. Each belt stands for a different characteristic: Initiative (white), Discipline (yellow), Con-
tribution (green), Courage (blue), and Awareness (black). The meaning of each belt determines the action that each student 
must take to earn it. This is a great way to encourage, recognize, and measure individual student development throughout 
the year! 
 
Another very exciting initiative this year involves introducing the world of art through the Museum on the Move program. 
Each month, an Education Coordinator from the Bob Jones Museum and Gallery will teach lessons that meet the South 
Carolina state standards in the core subject areas. This program affords an unusual opportunity for students to view both 
modern and historical arts and cultures of civilization.  
 
Last, but not least, Chandler Creek recently held its elections for the CIS Afterschool Student Government. The new board of 
students is very excited about contributing to the program and the community this year. They will meet twice a month for stu-
dent led discussion. The first few items of business include student behavior and a canned food drive.    

Duncan Chapel Elementary 
 
CIS at Duncan Chapel is at full capacity with 40 
students and a waiting list! Site Coordinator Erica 
McCleskey has a fantastic staff with certified 
teachers, Mrs. Motes and Mrs. Oberg. They also 
have a bilingual Furman student, Renee 
Keisacker, who tutored the students last year in 
the America Reads program. Many local groups 
participate in Duncan Chapel’s program. The 
Greenville Organic Foods Organization  is pro-
viding an organic vegetable garden that the stu-

dents work to maintain. Students also continue to enjoy Fundamentals 4 Success with 
Coach Williams. This is a great basketball program that encourages the students to take 
skills from the court into the classroom. They work on things like focus, goal setting, consis-
tency, etc. The America Reads program also provides tutors in each classroom 4 days per 
week.   
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Camp CIS continued… 
 
Third through fifth graders delivered Meals on Wheels each week 
to homebound residents near the school. Weekly arts and athletic 
lessons were also a highlight of Camp CIS. Every student took 
weekly piano lessons; practiced etiquette, poise and personal 
development twice-weekly with Millie Lewis Model & Talent 
Studio; learned life lessons and basketball skills twice a week 
with Coach Williams for Fundamentals 4 Success, and learned 
the game of tennis from some of the top-ranked players in the 
state! At the end of camp, each student participated in a fashion show 
for parents and guests and also got to take home a Prince tennis 
racket!                

 
Every Friday, students and parents boarded a charter bus for an 
awesome field trip experience ranging from the mountains to the 
sea to the big city! Twice they visited the Foothills Equestrian 
Nature Center in Tryon, NC for nature hikes and science activities. 
They toured Clemson University, saw a planetarium show and the 
botanical gardens. They spent a great day in Cherokee, NC where 
they visited the Oconaluftee Living Village and had a picnic along 
the river. There, they enjoyed a private performance from the 
three-time world champion Indian Hoop Dancer and a concert from 
a Cherokee flute player who has recorded seven CD’s of music! In 
Atlanta, GA, they saw the beluga whales and touched sting rays at 
the Georgia Aquarium. Then, they learned what it takes to be a 
newscaster during a tour of the CNN Headquarters. The 
highlight of the summer was probably a day-trip to 
Charleston, SC. They took a 3-hour catamaran tour where 
they fed seagulls, waded and collected shells on Morris 
Island. They also enjoyed a carriage tour of downtown 
and a visit to historic Drayton Hall Plantation. They ended 
the Charleston trip with a catered dinner under the giant 
oaks at Drayton Hall. Nearly half of the students had 
never seen the ocean before this trip! One student looked 
at Program Director Amy Clifton as he reclined on the 
boat and said, “Ms. Clifton… this is the life!” Yes indeed! 

 
In addition to all those great activities, every participant at Camp CIS became an author! 
Each student received a disposable camera at the beginning of the summer which they 
used to capture their memories. During the final week of camp, every student arranged his 
or her photos into a hardbound book and wrote about their summer experiences. It was a 
special keepsake from a special summer! 
 
A special Thank You goes to 21st Century Community Learning Centers for funding the 
summer program and for Lakeview Middle School for hosting the students all summer!   

Health Initiatives 
 
Health Initiatives is off to a strong start with Adela Mendoza as the new HI Coordinator at 
Lakeview Middle, Tanglewood Middle, and Berea Middle. She is currently hard at work 
arranging dental services for her families. The St. Francis Mobile Dental Unit (MDU) is 
now serving not just school aged children, but also their parents and siblings. This is a 
fantastic opportunity since many of these adults receive little to no dental care. Some pa-
tients leave with a clean bill of health and an appointment in 6 months. Ms. Mendoza 
works with the others to secure services at the appropriate follow-up locations. There are 

11 MDU clinics scheduled for the fall and 12 for the spring. Recently, Pastor Ross at Grace Bible Church opened their doors 
for 3 MDU events. 12 adults and 20 children received dental care and were referred to Greenville Tech and the Free Medical 
Clinic for additional services.  
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Noteworthy… 
 
• Health Initiatives has piloted 

a Communities in Schools 
Taking Active Measures for 
Change (C.I.S.T.A.M 4 
Change) program at West-
cliffe Elementary School. It 
is designed to address  
changes to promote health 
and wellness for approxi-
mately 12 families.  

 
• Health Ini t iat ives has 

teamed up with Lakeview 
Middle School to offer health 
and wellness activities once 
per month.  

 
• HI also continues to work  

with Title 1 Elementary 
schools to present parent 
seminars on topics such as 
nutrition, dental education, 
hygiene, Medicaid, health at 
home, gang awareness, and 
money saving strategies. 
They are currently sched-
uled at 12 schools for the 
school year.  

 
• Adela Mendoza (see column 

at right) was named to the 
2009 class of Greenville 
First Bank’s Best & Brightest 
35 and Under.  

 
• Congratulations to Erica 

McCleskey, Site Coordinator 
at Duncan Chapel Elemen-
tary, on the birth of her son, 
Shawn Michael McCleskey 
Jr. on November 11th. 
‘Michael’ weighed 8lbs 10oz 
and was 20 3/4 inches long.  
Erica and her husband also 
have a 2 year old daughter, 
Sydney.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Get to Know….  
Adela Mendoza 
Health Initiatives Coordinator 
 
How long have you been with CIS:   
Since August 2009 
 
Family: Most of my family lives in Mexico. 
 
Hometown: I grew up in Mendoza in Veracruz, Mexico, but 
Greenville is my second home away from Mexico.  
 
Other places you’ve lived: Mendoza, Orizaba and Cordoba Veracruz in Mexico; Huntsville, AL 
and Lynchburg, VA 
 
Education: Universidad del Valle in Mexico, BA in Communications and Journalism 
 
Best part about your job: Being in direct contact with the community and helping families in need 
to access resources. I also love working with people that are committed to helping others and that 
are kind and caring. It gives me hope for our community.  
 
Worst part about your job: Not having enough resources to help families. Learning that people in 
poverty are often mistreated or just ignored. Seeing people with the ability to help look the other 
way.  
 
Favorite vacation spot: Veracruz, Mexico 
 
Favorite Restaurant: American Grocery, La Bastide 
 
Hobbies/Interests:  Listening to people, volunteering, painting, finding new music, collecting mov-
ies.  
 
Influential person in your life and why: My parents. They worked extremely hard, but always 
made sure to spend time together as a family. They taught my brother and me that education was 
the most important inheritance that parents can give to their children. Then, when I moved to the 
U.S. I was lucky to meet teachers and mentors that believed in me and saw potential before even I 
did.  
 
Other organizations you’re involved with:  I also work as  Project Manager for the SC Immi-
grant Victim Network and act as the Coordinator for the Alliance for Collaboration with the His-
panic Community. I just graduated from Leadership Greenville, Class 35, and am attending the 
Diversity Leadership Institute at Furman. I also serve on several boards: Multicultural Advisory 
Committee at Greenville Tech, Health Minority Summit at Greenville Hospital System, Goodwill 
Industries, among others.  
 
A talent or skill you wish you had: I wish I could make some children see the infinite potential 
they have to be anything they can be.  
 
Favorite music: All kinds (Coldplay, U2, La Oreja de Van Gogh, Gipsy Kings). I am always listen-
ing to music.  
 
Favorite movie: Too many to name. I love movies.  
 
Favorite childhood toy: My piano 
 
Favorite food: I love all kinds of food, but if I have to pick one, it would be Mexican of course! 
 
If you could have dinner with any 3 people, who would they be?: I would have dinner with 
some of my best friends that have passed away, and I would tell them how much I love them and 
miss them.  
 
Something about you that most people don’t know:  I finished college in 3 years.  
 
One piece of advice you’d like to give children today:  Don’t let anybody tell you that you are 
not good enough or can’t do something. Just keep doing your best, and if you fail, get up and try 
again! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Appreciation… 
 
Thank you to the following individuals and businesses who donated their time  
and resources to CIS and its participants during recent months.  
 

Fluor Corporation– provided bookbags and school supplies to all CIS participants 
United Way– continued support 
Bon Secours St. Francis Health System– continued support of Health Initiatives programs 
21st Century Community Learning Centers– funded the Camp CIS summer enrichment program 
Greenville Organic Foods Organization (GOFO)- provide supplies for gardens at Monaview and Duncan Chapel 
Community South Bank & Trust– donated register books for students to track progress at Greer Middle 
Fatz Café– donated food for Lights on Afterschool at Greer Middle 
Greer Police Department– spoke at Greer Middle 
Lakeview Middle School– hosted the students in Camp CIS 
Coach Williams and Fundamentals 4 Success– provide programming at Duncan Chapel 
America Reads– provides tutors at Duncan Chapel 
 

Many thanks to all of the 2009 Golf Tournament sponsors and donors! 
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A Very Special Thank-You to  
Upstate Business Services                    

  for their generosity in printing this newsletter.  
Call them for all your printing needs! 

Help us save costs!  
Sign up to receive this newsletter via email.  

Contact Susi Smith at  
250-6737 or cissusi@mindspring.com 

Presenting Sponsors: 
Greenville Federal Credit Union 
MTC Federal Credit Union 
Gold Sponsors: 
Elliott Davis 
Greenville Technical College 
Silver Sponsors: 
Plan First 
McDonalds of Maxwell Pointe 
Sam Group, Inc. 
Greenville Journal 
Bronze Sponsors: 
Play It Again Sports 
Clarke and Company 
Event Sponsors: 
McDonalds of Maxwell Pointe 
Green Valley Country Club 
Pepsi 
Sitton Buick Pontiac GMC Saab 
Jersey Mike’s Subs 
The Savoury Corner 
Upstate Business Services 

Other: 
American Dance Company 
Blockbuster 
Batteries Plus 
Breakaway Honda 
Brixx Pizza 
Carolina Mortgage 
Café and Then Some 
Cherokee Valley Golf Club 
Chop House 47 
Amy Clifton Photography 
Cobb’s Glen Golf Course 
Custom Images 
Dick’s Sporting Goods 
Eagle Zone Family Golf Center 
Fisher’s Garage 
Fluor Corporation 
Fox Fun Country Club 
Greenville Symphony 
Highland Homes 
Hilton Inn Greenville 
Holly Tree Country Club 
JB Lacher Jewelers 
Jack Runion 

Jewelry by Deb 
Meg Wallace 
Michelin North America, Inc. 
Moe’s Southwest Grill 
Norris Financial Group 
Prudential C. Dan Joyner 
Pope, Smith, Brown and King 
Premier Insurance Consultants 
SC Children’s Theater 
Stax Grill 
Subs and Clubs 
The Greenville Drive 
Trane 
Verdae Golf Course 
Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge & Rice 
Bon Secours St. Francis Health System 
CCT Business Training 
Furman Golf Course 
Hincapie Sportswear 
Holiday Inn Express 
Rafferty’s 
The Sports Club at Five Forks 
Met Life 
Green Co Beverage Company 

Christmas Sponsors Needed! 
 

 Many of our CIS families are struggling this holiday season.  Please consider sponsoring a child (or their entire 
family) with gifts or other necessities. A list of sizes and needs will be provided. If you’d prefer for someone else to 

do the shopping, monetary donations for Christmas assistance are also very much appreciated!   
This is a great opportunity for your own family or place of business to help a family in need.  
For more information, please contact Susi Smith at 250-6737 or cissusi@mindspring.com.  



 
 
 

Communities in Schools of Greenville 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 10308 

Greenville, SC 29603 
 

Phone: 
864-250-6737 

 
Fax:  

864-250-6736 
 

E-mail: 
cissusi@mindspring.com 

 
 

2009 Board of Directors 
 

President    Matt Tebbetts, Greenville Federal Credit Union 
Vice Pres    Pam McCurry, Prudential C. Dan Joyner 
Treasurer    Todd Mitchell, Elliott Davis 
Secretary    Lori Center, Bon Secours St. Francis 
 
Randolyn Harmon, Greenville County Schools 
David Field, NAI Furman 
Curtis Harkness, Greenville Technical College 
Jennifer Holly, Clarke and Company Benefits 
Ike Johnson, Community Volunteer 
Lisa Kent, Martha Louise Ramage Lewis, LLC 
Lynda Leventis-Wells, Greenville County School Board 
Bill Love, MTC Federal Credit Union 
Terri Mitchell, Safe Kids Upstate 
Tim Pecoraro, Peculiar Productions Enable, Inc.  
Larry Stallcup, Community Volunteer 
Sheila Strafford, Michelin North America, Inc. 
Sue Ugenti, Fluor Corporation 
Frank Williams, III, Leatherwood, Walker, Todd and Mann, PC 
Kevin Woods, Ford Motor Credit Company 
 
Our board is made up of volunteers from the community. We greatly ap-
preciate the time they invest in our organization and their dedication to 
serving the children and families of Greenville County.  

 
Communities in Schools of Greenville, Inc. 
P.O. Box 10308 
Greenville, SC 29603 


